As part of an ongoing study aimed at synthesizing organosilicon derivatives of L-ascorbic acid as potential bone remodeling agents, 1 we synthesized a series of silanol compounds 1a -d that can be equally considered as interesting building blocks for the synthesis of organosilicon bioactive molecules (Scheme 1). Thus, the hydrosilylation of unsaturated acetates 4a -d with chloromethyldimethylsilane gave the saturated acetoxy derivatives 3a -d in 80% average yield. The latter compounds were subjected to a transesterification in methanol to afford the silyl alcohols 2a -d in almost quantitative yields, and then reacted with potassium phtalimide to yield compounds 1a -d. Among them, 6-(phtalimidomethyldimethylsilanyl)hexan-1-ol (1d, n = 4) was isolated as an oil after silica-gel chromatography (hexane/ethyl acetate 6:4, 76% yield). Single crystals for X-ray crystallography were prepared by slow evaporation from hexane/ethyl acetate (6:4) at room temperature.
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Unfortunately, no other phtalimido derivatives (namely 1a -c) crystallized so easily, and we were not able to find a suitable solvent mixture to recrystallize them. Although crystalstructure data on hypervalent silicon derivatives (penta-or hexacoordinate complexes) are quite numerous (the subject was reviewed in 1986 2 ) literature reports concerning X-ray determinations of simpler organosilicon compounds are sparse.
In this study, the crystal structure of compound 1d was analyzed. 3 Crystal and experimental data are given in Table 1 . Lorentz and polarization corrections and an empirical absorption correction were applied. The positions of non-H atoms were easily determined by the program SHELXS-97, and the positions of the H atoms were deduced from the coordinates of the non-H atoms and confirmed by Fourier synthesis. The non-H atoms were refined with anisotropic temperature The structure of 6-(pthalimidomethyldimethylsilanyl)hexan-1-ol is illustrated in Fig. 1 . It shows an open carbon chain as evidenced by the torsion angle values around 180˚ (Table 3) . It must be noted that the silicon-carbon bond distances are in good agreement with the literature data (d = 1.857 Å for C-Si) 7 (Table  4) .
The aromatic phtalimido moiety is quasi planar, as expected, with least-squares plane variations of 0.003 and 0.008 Å for the six and five-membered rings, respectively. The interplanar angle of the aromatic ring and the hexanol open chain is 65.0(4)˚.
Additionally, intermolecular stacking is provided by two hydrogen bonds and several van der Waals contacts (Table 5) . Table 3 Selected torsion angles (˚) Table 4 Selected bond distances (˚) Table 5 Hydrogen-bonding geometry (Å, ˚) and van der Waals contact (Å)
Symmetry codes: I (1-x, -y, 1-z); II (2-x, 1-y, -z); III (x-1, y, z); IV (-x, -y, 1-z); V (2-x, -y, -z); VI (1-x, -y, -z). Fig. 1 Molecular structure with the numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level.
